
Design Your Own Fair 
Isle Sweater
3-day workshop with Janine Bajus
Berkeley, California
August 17-19, 2012 or
September 7-9, 2012

Designing a Fair Isle sweater from 
scratch can seem intimidating! So many 
things to consider: color, patterning, con-
struction. And each of these elements 
affects the others. This class breaks the 
design process down into understand-
able steps, so that no matter what kind 
of sweater you hope to design—classic 
Fair Isle pullover, bright folkloric cardi-
gan, mysterious Celtic vest, whatever!— 
you will have the tools to make it a reality.  
Although color theory will be discussed, your colorways will be derived from photographs or paintings, 
which results in highly individual, complex designs.
 
Day 1 starts with a discussion of the use of color in Fair Isle knitting, color theory, and helpful resources.
We will start with an exercise in value recognition and then we will plunge into the actual process of iden-
tifying colors in our sources of inspiration. Students choose colors from 210 colors of Jamieson Spindrift 
Shetland yarn and start speed swatching to see how they work together.

Day 2 is spent charting motifs and swatching them with the chosen colors. Students can bring their own 
charts or create their own in the workshop. We will discuss motif placement, garment shape, ease, and 
other design considerations as details of the sweater become clear.

The focus on day 3 is construction and fit issues specific to Fair Isle-type garments: steeks, corrugated 
ribbing, purl-when-you-can borders, shaped shoulders, and adding bands will be discussed and demon-
strated as desired. We will also solve color and pattern issues as swatching continues. 

This workshop covers a lot of ground, but by the end of the three days students will be well on their way to 
finalizing a unique Fair Isle garment pattern.

Maximum number of students: 6

Experience level: must have experience with 2-color stranded knitting (or be willing to practice before the 
workshop) and knitting in the round; must have completed a sweater or a vest (of any kind).

Cost: $360

Venue: My home in Berkeley, California

Materials fee: $15 covers 3 ounces of Shetland yarns for extensive swatching and handout.

Homework: none

Contact: janine@feralknitter.com             2012
 

Workshop samples by Stephanie Engle


